MONUMEFTAL  PHILOSOPHY.               255

have escaped half its calamities, but lost more
than half its fame.

Again and again, as 1 wandered beneath
those venerable walls, the events which they
tad witnessed during the most important
period of the world's history rose up before
rne; till Time seemed at last to drop its veil,
as, in the world of space, distance disappears
before the power of the optic glass. The
drowning man is said to pass the whole of
his life in review during the last few moments
of it. If a kindred power were imparted
to dying communities, what a forcible and
pathetic moral would not rise up and detach
itself from naked facts, suddenly divested of
those complex details which at other times obscure
them! The history of the world, if it could
be written truthfully and with reference only
to facts really essential, and interests into which
ijo illusion enters, would perhaps form a slenderer
book than the court annals of many a dissolute
reign. The true history of a nation is pro-
portionately brief; and the historian wanders